Showing – What to Wear
Etiquette
It is always important to be polite to your fellow competitors whilst in the ring. Try not to keep overtaking or getting too close to the other horses or ponies on the go round. Remember a polite smile and always says thank you to the judges and stewards. Always send your apology if you are not turning up for a class or championship which you have entered.

Before the show
Trimming & Pulling
As per individual horse/pony turnout standards (see further down the page). Manes which need to be plaited should be pulled to ensure plaits are neat and not too large. Tails should be pulled, not plaited, and where possible should be pulled and not clipped or razored. 

Plaiting 
The plaits should NOT be dressage like and should be an odd number along the neck, making an even number with the forelock. Plaits should be sewed in, not banded. Tails should be pulled and not plaited.

Washing 
There is no point in spending time turning out your pony for a show unless it is a clean pony! Shampoo your pony the day before the show as the coat then has time to settle. For a gleaming finish, use a cloth to wipe over coat gloss. 

On Show Day
Quarter Marks 
Quarter marks should be applied freehand, not using a stencil. A triangle, chequer board patterns for show ponies and hacks. "Block" type squares are more suitable for Show Hunters Working Hunters and Riding Horses. 

Shark’s teeth should be used on the flanks. Vertical brush marks either side of the tail make the quarters look stronger and symmetrical when standing from behind, if done properly.

It is made easier to do all of these patterns if the coat is dampened first and marks are made across the lie of the hair.

Finishing Touches 

A little equine shine product around the eyes, muzzle and beneath the pony's tail enhances the appearance but any other make- up on the pony is to be discouraged!

Clean, well-fitting tack will enhance the overall appearance. Browbands should be the correct size, not "drooping" and not too "bling" on show ponies! Numnahs (preferably a fine sheepskin and always saddle shaped, not a saddle pad or square) and saddles should be well fitting for both the pony and rider.

Types of horses and ponies

Show Pony
The show pony is supremely elegant, graceful and full of quality yet still possessing adequate bone. The description of ' pretty' should apply to a show pony. Show ponies are finer in type than a SHP and should have a daisy cutter action.

Show Hunter Pony 
Show hunter ponies come in all shapes and sizes and within each class you will find light weight, middle weight and heavy weight ponies as you do in the horse classes. A true Hunter pony should have plenty of bone and substance. If I think that with a fancy brow band, it could be a show pony then it is in the wrong class.
The movement should be long low and level but not daisy cutting as for the show ponies, or landing with their heel down first, not too much knee action as this can make for an uncomfortable ride. SHPs must be able to gallop correctly, lowering and lengthening across the ground.

Remember Lead Rein and First Ridden Ponies can be Show Ponies, Show Hunter Ponies, or small breed M&Ms. 

Lead Rein Pony (walk and trot only)
All LR ponies must have a good walk always with a correct four time beat, they should not be overbent, and will have a steady head carriage, but at the same time have a quality and presence that says "look at me!" Leaders should be positioned at the shoulder, neither dragging nor holding the pony back and there should be a reasonable length to the lead rein. The correct hand to hold the lead rein in is the outside hand, so the inner hand may be used in an emergency situation to help the young rider.

First Ridden Pony (walk, trot and canter in the individual show)
These should have more scope and size to them than the lead rein and have the perfect manners that make them suitable for a safe transition for the rider to go off the lead. The overall picture should be one of pony and rider going freely and willingly forward in a confident and relaxed manner, the trot should have a cadence and rhythm to it.


M&Ms
Each different M&M has a different way of going as described in their breed standards. For large breed information click here. For small breed information click here
 
Cobs (hogged)
The cob is a type rather than a breed. A short-legged animal, with bone, substance and quality, capable of carrying a substantial weight. The cob should be well mannered and ideal for nervous or elderly riders. Cobs should have sensible heads, (sometimes Roman nosed), a full generous eye, shapely neck, well-muscled, with a hogged mane and well-defined wither. The cob should also have clean, strong hocks and all the attributes of a good hunter, low movement, and a comfortable ride. “A cob should be a thick set animal with good limbs, they should have short cannon bones and good feet. They should also have a decent depth of girth with a good strong back and hind quarters. It should be well mannered and a safe, balanced ride. It must be capable of carrying any member of the family on a good day’s hunting” says judge Jack Cochrane
Hunter Horses
“They should be free-going, easily moving over the ground; poll high and nose slightly in front of the vertical. I like to be able to put my leg on and ride to my hand, on a horse that is light off the aids, in self-carriage and therefore balanced, responsive and supple.” Lucy Killingbeck

Hacks
“A hack should give the appearance of being very light in the hand and should move over the ground with ease. The canter can be quite slow and collected, but under no circumstances in four-time. It must walk well, be going forward and not be strangled.” Richard Ramsay

Riding Horses 
The purpose of a Riding Horse is to take one riding for pleasure and therefore it is expected to carry a rider with very light and easy aids and to be soft and gentle on the hand. Judges do not want a horse that is jumping out of its skin, but alternatively they really don’t want something that needs pushing round the ring.
“I love to see a true, rhythmic show, incorporating a simple change through trot, maintaining freedom and forward movement the whole time. It has to carry itself in an effortless way.” Jayne Webber

A Working Hunter 
This class evolved from replicating a day’s hunting. Arrive at the meet well turned out on a smart animal that is mannerly in company. It should have good conformation meaning a long and useful life as a hunter with minimal days off through injury. Most importantly it should be able to jump a range of natural jumps cleanly, in an efficient and comfortable manner. Judges will be looking for combinations going forward in a balanced rhythmical canter, meeting each fence without a break of stride and showing harmony between pony and rider. It is always good to see a pony pricking their ears and attacking the fences, giving his jockey an enjoyable ride. In cradle and nursery stakes classes manners are even more imperative. Ponies should be a "safe conveyance," carrying their young jockey in a relaxed manner, once again with that rhythmical canter and even pace, not rushing. Whilst just as with other showing classes judges will be looking for good conformation, Working Hunter is a performance class with most of the focus put on a clear round. "Handsome is as handsome does" is a saying that best describes a good Working Hunter.


Horse and rider turnout
	Horse/ Pony Type
	Bit
	Bridle
	Rider
	Trimming
	Plaits
	Quarter Marks

	Hunter/ Show Hunter Pony/ Sports Horse
	Double, Pelham, Snaffle

LR and FR MUST wear a snaffle
	Plain, leather browband, thick, plain noseband. Neat reins (two if wearing a pelham or double), remember to remove rein stops.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Brown jodhpur boots for under 14hh and black long boots for 14hh and over
	Whiskers (optional), chin, ears, bridle path, whither, heels, tail pulled
	Odd number along the neck, making an even number with the forelock
	Block marks with shark’s teeth

	Show Pony/ Hack
	Double, Pelham, Snaffle

LR and FR MUST wear a snaffle
	Velvet browband, thinner than a hunter noseband. Neat reins (two if wearing a pelham or double), remember to remove rein stops.
	Blue jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Brown jodhpur boots for under 14.2hh and black long boots for 14.2hh and over
	Whiskers (optional), chin, ears, bridle path, whither, heels, tail pulled
	Odd number along the neck, making an even number with the forelock
	A triangle, chequer board patterns with shark’s teeth

	Riding Horse
	Double, Pelham, Snaffle

LR and FR MUST wear a snaffle
	Velvet browband, thinner than a hunter noseband. Neat reins (two if wearing a pelham or double), remember to remove rein stops.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Black long boots.
	Whiskers (optional), chin, ears, bridle path, whither, heels, tail pulled
	Odd number along the neck, making an even number with the forelock
	Block marks with shark’s teeth

	Cob (hogged)
	Double, Pelham, Snaffle


	Plain, leather browband, thick, plain noseband. Neat reins (two if wearing a pelham or double), remember to remove rein stops.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Black long boots.
	Whiskers (optional), chin, ears, hogged mane and forelock, trimmed heels, tail pulled
	Hogged
	Block marks with shark’s teeth

	Cob (Traditional)
	Double, Pelham, Snaffle


	Plain, leather browband, thick, plain noseband. Neat reins (two if wearing a pelham or double), remember to remove rein stops.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Brown jodhpur boots for under 14.2hh and black long boots for 14.2hh and over
	Whiskers (optional), chin, ears, long, straight mane and tail.
	Long and straight
	None

	M & M (registered with relevant breed society)
	Double, Pelham, Snaffle

LR and FR MUST wear a snaffle
	Plain, leather browband, plain noseband. Neat reins (two if wearing a pelham or double), remember to remove rein stops.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Brown jodhpur boots for small breeds and long, black boots for large breeds.
	As per breed standards which can be accessed on the BSPS Website (click here)
	None
	None

	Plaited Working Hunter horse or pony


	All bits allowed except bitless and running gags
	Plain, leather browband, any noseband (except rope), martingales allowed, tidy reins.
Boots allowed for the jumping phase only.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Brown jodhpur boots for under 14hh and black long boots for 14hh and over
	Whiskers (optional), chin, ears, bridle path, whither, heels, tail pulled


	Odd number along the neck, making an even number with the forelock


	Block marks with shark’s teeth

	M&M Working Hunter
	All bits allowed except bitless and running gags
	Plain, leather browband, any noseband (except rope), martingales allowed, tidy reins.
Boots allowed for the jumping phase only.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Brown jodhpur boots for small breeds and long, black boots for large breeds.
	As per breed standards which can be accessed on the BSPS Website (click here)
	None
	None

	Working Cob (hogged)
	All bits allowed except bitless and running gags
	Plain, leather browband, any noseband (except rope), martingales allowed, tidy reins.
Boots allowed for the jumping phase only.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Black long boots.
	Whiskers (optional), chin, ears, hogged mane and forelock, trimmed heels, tail pulled
	Hogged
	Block marks with shark’s teeth

	Working Cob (Traditional)
	All bits allowed except bitless and running gags
	Plain, leather browband, any noseband (except rope), martingales allowed, tidy reins.
Boots allowed for the jumping phase only.
	Tweed jacket, shirt, tie, brown gloves, blue hat for ladies and black hat for gents, beige/cream/canary jodhpurs.

Brown jodhpur boots for under 14.2hh and black long boots for 14.2hh and over
	Whiskers (optional), chin, ears, long, straight mane and tail.
	Long and straight
	None

	· Ridden Coloured
· Ridden Veteran
· Riding Club Type
· Equitation
· Best Turned Out
· Novice Ridden
Animals in these classes should be presented as per its relevant type (hunter, show pony, etc)



Reference 
The British Show Pony Society - https://bsps.com/ 
The Horse and Hound - https://www.horseandhound.co.uk/ 
The British Horse Society - http://britishshowhorse.org/ 
